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Indirect line preparation and improvement. a) roadside brushing and chipping; b) roadside
brushing and chipping; c) retardant application; d) burnout (Source: Thompson et al. 2020).

Including suitable, strategically-placed tuelbreak locations. Planning to validate
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Indirect line preparation and improvement. a) roadside
brushing and chipping; b) roadside brushing and
chipping; c) retardant application; d) burnout (Source:
Thompson et al. 2020).

Click image to see a larger view, click to close.
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Several fires in the 2023 SRF Lightning Complex where managers prepped POD boundaries \
and initiated burnout operations under moderate conditions (Source: RMA Dashboard).

public. This can build mutual understanding of where fire may be engaged (or

Several fires in the 2023 SRF Lightning Complex where
managers prepped POD boundaries and initiated
burnout operations under moderate conditions (Source:
RMA Dashboard).

where not), and support consideration of community and resource values and risks.
* PODs represent potential opportunities for control. Holding potential varies as a function of the line type (e.g,, road, ridge,
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trail), condition (e.g, treatment history, treatment depth), location, current
and expected fire weather, and resource capacity. Before smoke is in the air,
forests should consider ground-truthing and attributing their POD network
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The Eastern Fraser Valley incident strategic report for the
2023 Devil’'s Thumb Fire on the Roosevelt National Forest
identified POD boundaries and evaluated their utility

for fire containment and the work needed to sufficiently
improve control lines, as indicated here by this exemplar:

From Forest Trail 1495B to FR 149 (% mile): This is an
established hiking trail that would cut off a large piece of
severely mid slope road. The trail is underslung but with
fuels and meadows it will provide easy prep and safety
zones. Work required should be snagging and removing
dead and down. 2 crews, 1 shift (Credit: Columbine and
Pilot Peak Wildland Fire Modules).
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The Eastern Fraser Valley incident strategic report for the 2023 Devil’s Thumb Fire on the Roosevelt
National Forest identified POD boundaries and evaluated their utility for fire containment and the
work needed to sufficiently improve control lines, as indicated here by this exemplar:

From Forest Trail 1495B to FR 149 (34 mile): This is an established hiking trail that would cut off a

locally-vetted PODs into line improvement
xces to help improve PODs, which can support

large piece of severely mid slope road. The trail is underslung but with fuels and meadows it will nagement while preserving local unit capacity.
provide easy prep and safety zones. Work required should be snagging and removing dead and DJDs. Pre-season wildfire mitigation actions and
down. 2 crews, 1 shift (Credit: Columbine and Pilot Peak Wildland Fire Modules). ;and guidance. During fire, local fire managers

should share spatial data with incoming IMTs that includes the type and condition of POD lines, planned and completed treatments,
and treatment needs. Agency Administrators can convey clear leadership direction to use or consider PODs in the Delegation of
Authority. After the fire, managers should document treatment accomplishments in appropriate reporting systems, and if needed,
revisit and refine POD lines to increase readiness to receive future fire.
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